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BASIC COURSE INFORMATION 
 

COURSE TITLE:   Principles of Color Theory     
 
COURSE NUMBER:  DSN 306 
 

I. MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
 

   Objective A: To demonstrate the physical mixture of color 
A-1. Paint a value scale 
A-2. Paint a monochromatic value scale of a primary color 
A-3. Paint a complimentary color value scale 
A-4. Paint a neutralized grey value scale using the compliment 
A-5. Paint a series of transitions from intense hue to grey 

 
Objective B: Demonstrate observed color  
B-1. Paint shapes from observation of a visual source  
B-2. Paint the color of the observed visual source 
B-3. Demonstrate the ability to diagnose color 

 
Objective C: Demonstrate optical mixing of color 
C-1. Paint intense complementary colors to visually create a perception of a warm grey  
C-2. Paint intense complementary colors to visually create a perception of a cool grey 
C-3. Demonstrate the ability to optically control color 
 
Objective D: Demonstrate the relativity of color 
D-1. Paint a complimentary background to a color 
D-2. Paint an analogous background to the same color 
D-3. Demonstrate color is perceived differently depending on the surrounding color 
 
Objective E: Demonstrate the expressive, subjective nature of color 
E-1. Define the colors the student likes and dislikes 
E-2. Paint two painting reflecting contrasting themes through color selection 
E-3. Investigate the effect on the viewer 
E-4. Discover how color preferences may change depending on the communicative effect 
 
Objective F: Demonstrate understanding of the reading 
F-1. Complete the reading 
F-2. Bring to class a topic of discussion from the reading 
F-3. Participate in class discussions of the readings and student experiments in color 
 

 
II. 
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Materials Required for the Course: 

List of materials required: Preferred 

Liquitex Professional Heavy Body Acrylics (Professional Acrylics) 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Titanium White 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Ivory Black 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Cadmium Free Red Medium  
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Cadmium Free Yellow Medium  
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Ultramarine Blue 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Cerulean Blue Hue 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Burnt Sienna 
1  Liquitex Heavy Body / high viscosity acrylic tube of paint - 2 oz Dioxazine Purple 
 
Or 
 
Liquitex Basics Acrylic Colors (Student Grade Acrylics) 
1  Liquitex BASICS - 8.5 oz Titanium White     
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Ivory Black   
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Cadmium Red Medium Hue  
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Cadmium Yellow Medium Hue  
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Ultramarine Blue  
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Cerulean Blue Hue  
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Burnt Sienna   
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Dioxazine Purple  
(Optional)  
1  Liquitex BASICS - 4 oz Medium Magenta or Quinacridone Magenta  
    

 
Canvas Panels made for acrylic paints: 
1 Fredrix Canvas Panels- Three in a package 8” x 10” 
2 Fredrix Canvas Panels- Three in a package 5” x 7” 
 
Palette knife made for acrylic paints - plastic 
1 Palette Knife: Plastic Liquitex – Mixing knife for all paints              

 
Brushes made for acrylic paints: 
1 Liquitex Basics white nylon filbert #4 
1 Liquitex Basics white nylon filbert #6 
1 Liquitex Basics white nylon bright #4 
1 Liquitex Basics white nylon round #1 
1   Liquitex Basics white nylon bright #12 
 
1 Strathmore Paper Palette 300 Series 9”x12” 
1 Graphite drawing pencil set: Derwent graphic soft 
1 Kneaded eraser 
1 Package plain index cards 
1 Ruler  
1 Glass for water 
1          Roll of white paper towels 

 


