


The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential 
attributes: 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing 

past experiences as learners in coursework and field experiences and 
developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the 
disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4.



Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 
 
Candidates prepared in early childhood degree programs understand that child observation, 
documentation, and other forms of assessment are central to the practice of all early childhood 
professionals. They know about and understand the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment. They 
know about and use systematic observations, documentation, and other effective assessment 
strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other professionals, to positively 
influence the development of every child. 





• The candidate has opportunities to observe and practice in at least two of the 
three main types of early education settings (early school grades, childcare 
centers and homes, Head Start programs) 
 

Assignment Descriptions: 
Discussion Boards, Activities, and Reflections:  Assignments provide students with the 
opportunity to apply content while interacting with classmates or analyzing 
observations of instruction and student learning outcomes.  Students are expected to 
reference course materials while engaging in a thoughtful discussion with classmates on 
the topics provided. 
 
Lesson Plans:  Students will plan, develop, and enact three lesson plans. 
 
Field based engagement portfolio: Students will complete a portfolio throughout the 
course. 
 
Wilmington University Graduation Competencies:  
Students will be evaluated during Practicum I based on engagement in the online course 
and evaluation of performance in the field placement. Evaluation of performance in the 
field will be based on artifacts presented in the student’s portfolio, successful 
completion of PPAT Task 1, and the mentor teacher’s evaluation of the student in the 
field setting.  
 

Resources 
 
1.  The Framework for Teaching  A document from the Danielson Group, The 
Framework for Teaching is a research-based set of components of instruction, 
aligned to the INTASC standards, and grounded in a constructivist view of 
learning and teaching. 
2.  National Association for the Education of Young Children – Standards for 
Professional Preparation Programs These 2010 Initial Standards are used in 
NAEYC Accreditation of associate, baccalaureate, and master's degree programs 
providing degree candidates with their first experience and/or credential in early 
childhood studies.  
3.  The PPAT® Assessment Task Requirements , aligned with InTASC Model 
Core Teaching Standards (PDF), measure the instructional capability of teacher 
candidates before receiving a license. The assessment consists of four tasks — 
one formative and three summative. Each task requires written commentary and 
submission of artifacts. Students will address Task 1 in ECE 390 - Practicum 1. 
4.  Delaware Stars for Early Success is Delaware’s Quality Rating and 
Improvement System (QRIS) administered by the Delaware Department of 
Education. A QRIS is a method to assess, improve, and communicate the level of 
quality in early care and education and school-age settings. The goal of Delaware 



Stars is to invest in participating programs to increase access to high quality care 
for all of Delaware’s children, especially those from low-income families. 
5.  NAEYC Early Learning Program Accreditation Standards & Assessment 
Items  aim to ensure the quality of children's daily experiences in early learning 
programs and to promote positive child outcomes. NAEYC Early Learning 
Program Accreditation helps create a unifying framework of quality that is 
aligned with the profession’s collective knowledge of best practices. 
6.  Delacare Regulations for Early care and Education and School-Aged 
Centers protect and support the health, safety, wellbeing, and positive 
development of children who receive care in early care and education and 
school-age centers. These regulations establish minimum standards that licensed 
centers are required to follow. Licensed centers may exceed the regulations set 
by the Office of Child Care Licensing (OCCL) by joining Delaware Stars for Early 
Success or by the licensee’s own efforts. 
7.  Environmental Rating Scale  is a family of products that are designed to 
assess center-based  child care programs for various age groups including infants 
and toddlers.  The Infant/Toddler Rating Environmental Rating Scale is the scale  
appropriate for use in this practicum placement. 
8.  Delaware Early Learning Foundations:  Infant and Toddler provides a 
broad picture of what happens to children as they go from infancy to toddler-
hood. Children develop as a result of the many things that happen while they are 
involved with the adults who care for them. The Early Learning Foundations 
document is intended to serve as a way for adults to ensure that they are making 
available appropriate and needed activities to support children’s growth and 
development.  The document is intended to be used as a broad instructional 
guide for planning experiences. 
9.  Understanding Learning Resources 
-           Blueprint for Personalized Learning in Delaware 
-           Bloom’s Taxonomy 
-           Classroom Management 
-           Group work: Using cooperative learning groups effectively 
-           Increasing Inclusivity in the Classroom 
-           How People Learn 
-           Metacognition 
-           Mindfulness in the Classroom 
-           Motivating Students 
-           Personalized Learning 
-           Substitution Augmentation Modification Redefinition Model 
-           Technological Pedagogical And Content Knowledge 
-           Teacher Toolbox 
-           Visual Learning 

9.  Additional resources are embedded in weekly modules. 
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